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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..….. we make fishing better



Regulations

• Conducted 2 years of public input. 
Included in-person meetings, and online 
surveys to develop and then refine 
proposed regulations.

• Spring 2019 CC hearing: passed 5260 
to 1461 (78%). 

April 2020, a 15 bag limit each of 
Sunfishes, Crappie and Yellow Perch went 
into effect.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..….. we make fishing better



Lake Onalaska 
Area Panfish 
Population Status

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  

  

  
  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
 
  
  

 
  
  

  
 
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  
 
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
  

  
  
 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  

  
  
 
  
  

  

  
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 

  
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  

 
  
 
  
   

  
 
  
  
 

  
  
  

  
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
  

 
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

                                                                             

Lake Onalaska had 
consistently low 

bluegill abundance 
from 2012, 2016 and 

2020 compared to 
other Mississippi 

River surveys.



Lake Onalaska 
Area Panfish 
Population Status

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
 
  

  
 
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  
  

  
  
  
  
 
  
  

  
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

  
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
  

 
 
 

  
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
  

 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
  

  
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  

  
  
 
  
  

  
  
  
  
 
  

  
  
  
   

  
 
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
  
 
  

  
  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
  

 
  
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
 
  
 
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
  
 
  

  
  
  

  
 
  

 
  
  
 
 
  

                                                                                 

 

Lake Onalaska had 
fairly average perch 

abundance from 
2012, 2016 and 2020 
compared to other 

Mississippi River 
surveys.



Lake Onalaska 
Area Panfish 
Population Status

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

  
  
 
  

  

 
  
  

  
 
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 
  

 
  

  
  
 
 
  
 

 
  

  
 
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
  
 
  

  
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

  
 

  
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

 
 
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  
 
  

  
 
  

  
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  
  
  

 
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
 

 
  

  
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  

  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

 
  
 
  
  

  
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

 
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

 
  

 
  
 
  

  
  
 
 
  

   
 
  

  
 

         

                                                        

Lake Onalaska had 
small  bluegill size 

from 2012, 2016 and 
2020 compared to 
other Mississippi 

River surveys.



Lake Onalaska 
Area Panfish 
Population Status

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  

  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 

 
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
 
  

  

 
  
  

  
 
 
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

  
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 
  

 
  

  
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  
 
  

 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

 
  
 
  
  

 
  
  

  
 
  
 
  

 
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  
  
  

 
  

  
  
 
 
  
 

  
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  

  
 

 
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
  

   
  
 
  
  
 

 
  

 
  
 
  

  
  
 
 
  

   
 
 
 
  
 

         

                                                           

Lake Onalaska had 
average  perch size 

from 2012, 2016 and 
2020 compared to 
other Mississippi 

River surveys.



Summary

• The most common panfish (bluegill) has lower 
numbers and smaller size than other Mississippi 
River survey locations. Perch are average.

• Similar to Lake Onalaska, Black River mouth has 
low bluegill numbers and small average size.

• Trempealeau Lakes has average bluegill abundance 
size.

• Is exploitation the reason for Lk. Onalaska 
differences?



There is 
evidence that 

bluegill harvest 
has a more 

noticeable effect 
in Lake Onalaska 

than other 
locations. 

 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                            

 
 
  

 
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
  

               

                                                   
                                          

                                 



Lake Onalaska 
bluegill 

reproduction is 
high relative to 
other locations. 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
 
  

  
 
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  

 
  
  
  

  
 
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
 
  
  

 
  
  

  
 
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
 
 
  

  
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
  

  
  
  
 

  
  
  

  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
  
 
  

  

  
  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
  
  
 
 
  
  
 

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  
 

  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  
  

  
  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
  

  
  
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
  

  
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
  
  
  

  
  
 
  
  

  

  
  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 
  

  
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 

  
  
  
 
  

  
  

 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
 
 
  
 
 

  
  
  
 
  
 
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
  
 
  

  
  
  
 
  

 
   

  
   

  
 
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

            



There is 
evidence that 
mortality of 
young Lake 

Onalaska bluegill 
has a more  
effect than 

harvest. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

                                      

 
  
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

                               

                                                         
                                   

                           

mortality is 57 percentage points greater than other surveys. 
Lengths 3 to 6 inches.

mortality is 36 percentage 
points greater than other 

surveys. Lengths 6 to 9 inches.



Summary

• Harvest is significant.

• Survival of young-of-the-year bluegill has more of an 
effect.

• This higher mortality occurs during ages 4 months to 
16 months.

• So, maybe habitat has more of an effect.

•   ’               w   d m        g        c   g  
after implementing one so recently.

• If MN did not go along with a regulation change, the 
goal of similar regs across state lines would fail.



Questions?
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