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2022 Wisconsin Bear Permit Drawing Summary

Permit Issuance by Zone

Zone

Minimum # Points 

Needed in 2022

# of Permits 

Applicants in 2022

# of Permit 

Winners in 2022

A 9 12,780 1805

B 12 6713 1430

C 2 7413 3000

D 2 6759 3680

E 1 1968 1968

F 2 670 250

* An additional 100,160 people applied for a preference point only.

136,463 total 

applicants (new high)

Licenses issued:

• Residents: 94.3%

• Non-res: 5.7%

Change in min. points:

• A: +1

• B: +1

• C: no change

• D: no change

• E: no change

• F: +1



2022 Black Bear Harvest Quota and Harvest by Bear Zone

Includes LTH (n=8) and Damage (n=55), and Ojibwe harvest (n=38)

Zone 2022 Harvest Target 2022 Harvest % of Quota

A 1,075 1,192 110.9%

B 800 852 106.5%

C 600 649 108.2%

D 1,800 1,266 70.3%

E 200 134 67.0%

F 25 17 68.0%

Unknown

Total 4,500 4,110 91.3%



Comparison of 2021 to 2022

Includes LTH, Damage and Tribal Harvest

Zone

2021 2022

Quota Harvest % of Quota Quota Harvest % of Quota

A 1,100 1,258 114.3% 1,075 1,192 110.9%

B 750 721 96.1% 800 852 106.5%

C 600 484 80.7% 600 649 108.2%

D 1,800 1,258 69.9% 1,800 1,266 70.3%

E 160 100 62.5% 200 134 67.0%

F 30 25 83.3% 25 17 68.0%

Total 4,440 3,846 86.6% 4,500 4,110 91.3%
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D: -10.4%

E: -35.3%

F: -24.3%

A: +12.4%

B: -1.9%

C: +2.9%

-2.0% overall



2022 Black Bear Permit Success by Bear Zone
Does not include Ojibwe, Damage, or LTH bear harvest

Zone
Permits Issued

Reported 

Harvest1

2022 Permit 

Success

2018-2021 

4 yr. ave.2
Updated 4 yr. 

ave.2

A 1,805 1,144 63.4% 59.5% 62.1%

B 1,430 840 58.7% 56.0% 56.8%

C 3,000 649 21.6% 13.8% 17.0%

D 3,680 1,226 33.3% 48.9% 44.6%

E 1,968 133 6.8% - 6.5%*3

F 250 17 6.8% - 7.6%3

Total 12,133 4,009 33% 32% 33%

1 Only Permit Harvested Bear (NO Damage, LTH, or Ojibwe)
2 Four-year success rates are based on 3 years of old zones and 1 year of new zones
3 Two-year averages







Bear Hunter Survey Highlights
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Overall, how would you rate the quality of the black bear season? 

*2021 season

Very High Fairly High Average Fairly Low Very Low



Bear Hunter Survey Highlights
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Overall, how much did other bear hunters interfere with your chance to bag a bear? 

*2021 season

A lot Some A little None at all
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Outline

Bear reproduction and 
diet study

Bear research projects



Project objectives

1. Estimate reproductive parameters to calibrate age-at-harvest 
model

• bear litter sizes, cub survival rates, and litter frequency

2. Quantify the diet of bears to estimate proportional diet

• Hair samples from 2019 hair snare survey and tooth samples from 

hunter-harvested bears

3. Quantify the diet of sows and their cubs to better understand 

potential linkages between diet and reproductive rates



Den surveys

• Surveyed bears in 11 
counties: 
• Burnett, Dunn, Iron, Jackson, 

Lincoln, Marathon, 
Marinette, Polk, Rusk, Taylor, 
Washburn

• Chemically immobilized 
bears at 16 den locations 

• Collared 13 sows





Den surveys

Surveyed
• 15 adults (1 male, 14 females)
• 19 cubs
• 20 yearlings



Den surveys

• Cubs
• 15 males, 4 females

• Cub count at den
• 1 cub → 1 den
• 2 cubs → 3 dens
• 3 cubs → 4 dens



Den surveys

Yearling Count at Dens
• 1 yearling → 1 den
• 2 yearlings → 1 den 
• 3 yearlings → 2 den
• 4 yearlings → 3 dens 

• 1 den with only 3 yearlings



Progress

• Hair and tooth samples sent to UW-Madison for diet analysis

• Will continue collaring efforts this winter

• Goal is to deploy 100 collars across bear range

• 3 – 4 years more of collaring





Outline
Hair snare survey to 
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Bear research projects



Hair snare survey to estimate bear 
abundance

• Produce independent estimates of bear 
abundance to update the age-at-harvest 
model





Between cluster distances = 19 km 

Within cluster distances  = 1 – 3 km



Statewide results

• 844 hair corrals set

• 73% sites hit

• 6,396 hair samples

• 2,160 individual bears

• 1,386 males

• 774 females





What now?

• Genetic identification of 
tooth samples from hunter 
harvested bears



Outline

Evaluation of bear 
abatement measures

Bear research projects



Bear abatement

• Evaluate effectiveness of 
abatement measures for reducing 
damage to corn fields
• Trap and translocate

• Shooting permits

• Combination

• How do landscape characteristics 
reduce or improve effectiveness?

• Do unenrolled fields near enrolled 
fields benefit from abatement?



Aerial surveys





Spread the word – the DNR is requesting 
den locations

New research video

Site to report bear dens

https://youtu.be/A7su1tUCu10
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7DSMFZS


Jennifer Price Tack, PhD

Jennifer.pricetack@wisconsin.gov



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Take Away Messages: 

    Bear enrollments stable the past 3 years (Figure 1 and Table 1) 

    Decreasing trend in bear agriculture damage shooting permit issuance and harvest 

(Table 2) 

    Very efficient program 

    Some high-profile conflicts; Taylor County, Juneau County, Bayfield County, 

Waukesha/Racine Counties 

    Outreach efforts (Strategy C3); Bear Webinar, annual press release, increased social 

media, enrollment in Bear Wise ©.  Planning to increase outreach efforts in 2023. 

 

Supporting Information: 

Figure 1. Bear Agricultural Damage Program Enrollments, All Types, Years 2013- 2022 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

2022 Black Bear Conflict Program Summary 

DNR Bear Advisory Committee Meeting 

November 30, 2022 

Mead Wildlife Area/Zoom Meeting 

https://bearwise.org/


 

 
 
Table 1. Regular Bear Damage Enrollments, 2020 – 2022, Excludes Apiary Enrollments 

 
 

 
 
Table 2. Agriculture Damage Bear Shooting Permit Issuance and Harvest by County 2020-2022 

 
 

 

 
 
 

2020 2021 2022 Diff 2020 2021 2022 Diff

County 

Name

No. of 

Enrollments

No. of 

Enrollments

No. of 

Enrollments

2021 vs. 

2022

County 

Name

No. of 

Enrollments

No. of 

Enrollments

No. of 

Enrollments

2021 vs. 

2022

Rusk 22 26 26 0 Chippewa 2 2 1 -1

Sawyer 15 19 17 -2 Columbia 2 1 1

Burnett 8 11 10 -1 Dunn 3 1 1 0

Price 10 13 9 -4 Eau Claire 2 2 1 -1

Washburn 10 7 8 1 Green 1 1 1 0

Taylor 8 8 7 -1 I ron 1 1 1 0

Barron 8 6 6 0 Jackson 1 1 1 0

Polk 10 5 6 1 Lincoln 1 2 1 -1

Bayfield 3 2 4 2 Monroe 1 1 1 0

Outagamie 1 4 3 Oconto 1 1

Pierce 5 4 4 0 Vernon 1 1 1 0

Ashland 2 2 3 1 Buffalo 1 0

Langlade 3 4 3 -1 Forest 2 1 -1

Oneida 3 3 3 0 Green Lake 2 2 -2

Clark 3 4 2 -2 Iowa 2 1 -1

Douglas 2 1 2 1 Lafayette 1 0

Juneau 2 2 0 Portage 1 0

Marathon 5 2 2 0 Trempealeau 1 -1

Marinette 3 2 2 0 Waushara 1 0

St. Croix 2 1 2 1 Wood 2 0

Brown 1 1 Total 149 140 134 -6

2020 2020 2020 2021 2021 2021 2022 2022 2022

County Name No. of Permits Harvest No. of Tags No. of Permits Harvest No. of Tags No. of Permits Harvest No. of Tags

Rusk 11 19 52 13 24 63 7 4 38

Sawyer 7 33 58 7 22 55 7 13 50

Burnett 6 9 27 7 9 35 8 13 45

Washburn 4 32 50 2 21 41 2 7 20

Polk 4 13 25 1 1 6 1 0 5

Barron 3 9 23 3 5 9 3 5 12

Price 2 1 3

Buffalo 1 1

Ashland 1 2 5

Iron 1 6 10 1 12 13 1 9 10

Forest 1 2

Bayfield 1 5

Lincoln 1 4 5 2 3 7

Taylor 1 1 2 1 6 1 0 5

Vernon 1 1

Trempealeau 1 1

Total 45 128 268 39 98 236 30 51 185



 
Table 3. 2022 Agriculture Damage and Nuisance Bear Shooting Permit Harvest by BMZ and County 
 

 
 

 

 

Table 4. Appraised Agricultural Bear Damages, Years 2011 - 2021  

 
*2022 totals will be available in March 2023. 

# of Bear Registered

Zone A 15

BURNETT 3

IRON 9

RUSK 2

SAWYER 1

Zone B 3

FOREST 3

Zone D 37

BARRON 7

BURNETT 10

CHIPPEWA 1

RUSK 2

SAWYER 12

WASHBURN 5

Zone E 1

ST CROIX 1

Grand Total 56
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