HOW TO IDENTIFY NON-NATIVE PHRAGMITES

Non-native Phragmites can look quite similar to native Phragmites and a few other grasses. There are many guides
to differentiate the two subspecies. For a direct comparison, search online for Michigan Phragmites Native or Not.
Always get confirmation from an expert and report all stands to WDNR.
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SIZE: Mature non-native stems can SEED HEAD: Non-native plumes are large, thick, purple/brown/tan, 6-20

be 18 feet tall and very robust. inches long, and up to 8 inches wide. Native plumes are feathery, much
Thinner native stems reach 10+ feet; smaller and never purple. Both tops contain long silky hairs that may stay
other native grasses 8 feet or less. on throughout winter.

LEAF SHAPE/COLOR: Non-native LEAF SHEATHS: (the lower part NATIVE INK DOT FUNGUS ON
has bluish-green leaves compared of the leaf that wraps around the SMOOTH, SHINY STEMS: Native
to native yellow-green leaves. Flat, stem) persist on dead non-native only can show a black, dot fungus
stiff leaves flag outward from the Phragmites stems, (even during under its leaf sheaths. Non-native
stem and are 0.5-2.0 inches wide winter months) Native Phragmites stems are ridged & duller with only
near the base, tapering to a point typically sheds its leaf sheaths indistinct blackish molds.

at the end. during the winter.

These efforts are a collaboration of multiple organizations.
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SAVING OUR WATERS:

PROTECT
YOUR
WETLANDS
FROM
INVASIVE
PHRAGMITES

THE VALUE OF WETLAND PLANTS

Food and shelter for wildlife, stable
shorelines, reduced flooding, fresh
air and clean water
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The benefits our native wetlands
provide are under threat from
invasive Phragmites. Phragmites
has undesirable impacts

Aesthetics and Recreation:

* Obstructs views on waterfront properties

* Reduces access for boating, swimming, 3
fishing, birding and hunting £

* Eliminates desirable native plants

* Reduces food and shelter for
watchable wildlife

Safety and Financial Costs:

* Increases the risk of wildfire

* Blocks drainage and irrigation ditches

* Slows water movement and increases
mosquito breeding

» Can dramatically lower property values
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