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Plastic Market Update: 
Now What?  



1. Collected
  

2. Sorted  3. Baled 
 

   4. Reclaimed  

5. Recycled*  

How Plastics Move from  
Households to New 
Products 
 
*Recycling is a circle, so 
consider the ways that you can 
buy more recycled content in 
your office or at home.   



Recycling is a Global Industry 
•Mid-2017: China starts to limit imported scrap materials, reducing import 

licenses, etc.  

•January 1, 2018: Ban on post-consumer scrap plastic and other materials.  

•March 2018: Other materials have to meet stringent contamination levels to be 

imported (effectively banning it). 

STOP 



Unequal Dependence on Export Market* 

*28% of all plastics exported in 2015 



Low Domestic Capacity for Mixed Rigid Material 



Low Domestic Capacity for Non-Bottle Rigids and Film 



Great Recession 

Green Fence 

National Sword  



Curbside- PET, HDPE, PP: 
Bottles and Containers 

Tubs and Lids 
 

Non-Curbside Collection: 
PS Foam 

Commercial or Consumer Bags and Film 
 

Focus on Marketable Materials 



Bottle Recycling Rates are Dropping 



Good Outreach Leads to Quality 

Because you are the source of information for your residents.  

Remember to: 
1- Keep Messages Simple 

2- Make Information Easy to Find 
3- Use Graphics/Images to Amplify Your Message  



Plastic Recycling Resources 

 

 •PlasticsMarkets.org 

•PlasticFilmRecycling.org 

•RecycleYourPlastics.org 

•PlasticsRecycling.org 

•RecycleMorePlastic.org 

 



PlasticFilmRecycling.org  

 

 



RecycleYourPlastics.org  

 

 



RecycleMorePlastic.org  

 

 



PlasticsRecycling.org  

 

 



PlasticsMarkets.org 

 Resource managed by More 
Recycling to track:  
 
Who is accepting and 
purchasing commodities, 
including lower grades, in a 
rapidly changing market? 



How to Drive More Demand for Recycled Content 

Inspire 
consumers to 

create demand 
for  products 

with PCR 

Companies 
pledge to use 

PCR 

Investments in 
processing 

Verification of  
PCR claims 

Development of 
new end 

markets/products 

Grants for 
innovation 

Policy that 
requires PCR in 
high volume, 

technically 
feasible  

applications 

Tax rebate for 
measurable 

contributions to CO2 
savings (PCR use one 

option) 



Tonya@MoreRecycling.com 

(919) 360 4045 


