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Q: What is the Voluntary Public Access program? 

A: The Voluntary Public Access (VPA) program provides financial incentives to private landowners who pro-
vide public access on their properties. Wisconsin received $1.3 million to implement this program through 

funding that was authorized through the 2014 Farm Bill. 
 

Q: What is the Habitat Incentive program? 
A: These are additional incentives to adopt a specified set of U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service (NRCS) habitat practices on VPA lands, such as contour buffer strips, wildlife 
shrub establishment, prescribed burning, and more. These practices increase the value of enrolled private 

lands for wildlife and human users. 
 

Q: What activities are allowed on VPA properties? 
A: Hunting, fishing, trapping, and wildlife observation are the only allowed activities on VPA properties. 

 
Q: What lands are eligible to enroll into VPA? 
A: Priority will be given to properties greater than 40 acres with at least 25% usable cover and located near 

existing public hunting or fishing grounds. Grassland, wetland, forestland, and in some cases agriculture land 
are eligible land types for enrollment into VPA. Land enrolled in other conservation programs such as CRP, 

WRP, or MFL (closed) may also be eligible for enrollment. 

Q: How long are VPA lease agreements? 
A: Lease agreement lengths are flexible; both annual and multiyear lease agreements are available.  

 
Q: What are the payment rates for VPA? 

A: Annual lease rates are determined by land type: Agriculture Land: $3/acre, Grassland/Wetland: $10/acre, 
Forest land: $15/acre. An up front, lump sum payment will be made with 60 days of signing a lease agree-

ment.  
 

Q: How do I enroll in VPA? 
A: Contact your local Public Access Liaison or call the VPA Program Coordinator at (608) 800-1343 for 
additional information. Or, use the online form to apply to enroll on the VPA website.  

 
Q: Do I have to enroll my entire property into VPA? 

A: No, VPA is completely voluntary and you can choose the amount of land you enroll. 

 
Q: What am I liable for if I enroll into VPA? 

A: Wisconsin Statutes 895.52 provides liability protection for landowners from injury or death of  
individuals occurring during participation in outdoor recreational activities on their land. 
 

Q: Can I get a tax break for enrolling into VPA? 
A: Participants do not receive tax breaks for enrolling into VPA. 
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Q: Does the public have to ask permission from the landowner to hunt on enrolled VPA lands? 

A: VPA users are not required to ask permission of the landowner. By enrolling in the program, the land-
owner agrees to open the property to public access. 

 
Q: Can I restrict the number of hunters, activities, or species hunted on VPA lands I enroll? 

A: As with state wildlife areas, there are no restrictions on the number of hunters on a VPA property at any 
given time. All four activities (hunting, fishing, trapping, and wildlife observation) must be open to all users 

and all huntable species can be hunted on VPA lands during open seasons. 
 

Q: Can I continue to have a permanent tree stand and ATV access on lands I enroll into VPA? 
A: As a landowner, you may have a permanent tree stand on land enrolled in VPA and may continue to use 

ATVs to access the property. 
 

Q: Can I terminate my lease if I no longer want to participate in the VPA program? 
A: Yes, you can terminate your lease agreement by providing a 60-day written notice to the DNR. A prorat-
ed refund to the DNR will be required for the remaining days on the lease. 

 
Q: What if my crops or property enrolled in VPA are damaged by a user? 

A: The DNR agrees to pay for damages that occur on VPA lands as a result of opening them to public ac-
cess. The landowner must provide a written notice within 10 days of the incident. 

 
Q: What happens to the lease if I sell the property? 

A: The lease remains with the property. The seller will need to address this with the new landowner prior 
to closing. Leases with payments over $5,000 are recorded with the register of deeds in the county in 

which the property is located. 
 

Q: Can I continue to walk or train my dogs or ride horses on my property enrolled in VPA? 
A: Yes, as a landowner you are not restricted on the activities you choose to do on your land. 

 
Q: As a landowner, do I need a public access or private lands antlerless tag for deer hunting on VPA 

properties? 
A: Private lands open to public hunting that are enrolled in the Managed Forest Law, Forest Crop Law or 
Voluntary Public Access programs are considered public lands for the purpose of deer hunting and  

where antlerless tags are valid.  

Q: Can I put up a tree stand or blind on VPA properties? 
A: No. As a VPA user, constructing or erecting blinds, stands or other structures is not allowed. Portable 

structures are acceptable but don’t damage trees and take blinds or stands with you when you leave each 
day. DNR Wardens can issue citations for not adhering to this rule south of State Highway 64. For proper-

ties north of STH 64, local law enforcement may be called in for not adhering to this rule. 
 

Q: Is ATV or vehicle access/travel allowed on VPA properties? 
A: Access and travel is limited to foot travel only on VPA properties. DNR Wardens can issue citations 

for not adhering to this rule. 
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Q. Can I harvest wild edibles (berries, mushrooms, plants) or shed antlers on VPA properties?  

Harvesting wild edibles or shed antlers is not an allowed activity on VPA properties. You must ask permis-
sion from the landowner to harvest wild edibles and shed antlers. 

 
Q: Where do I park my vehicle when using VPA properties? 

A: Park wisely on the shoulder of a public road or in a designated parking area. Please do not block access 
to farm fields or pastures.  

 
Q: Am I required to use non toxic shot during the dove season on VPA properties? 

A: On lands specifically managed by the WDNR for doves (sunflower plots, etc.), all hunters using the prop-
erty are required to use non toxic shot. Any lands not specifically managed for doves where hunters are 

opportunistically shooting doves, using non toxic shot is not required. 
 

Q: Can I walk or train my dog or ride horses on VPA properties? 
A: Horses are not allowed on VPA properties. Dogs are not allowed on VPA lands unless they are being 
used for hunting purposes which does not include dog training. Dog walking is not allowed. 

 
Q: Can I put up a wildlife camera on VPA properties?  

A: No, placing wildlife cameras on VPA properties is not allowed.  
 

Q. Can I camp or make a camp fire on a VPA property? 
A: No, camping or camp fires are not allowed on VPA properties. DNR Wardens can issue citations for not 

adhering to this rule. 
 

Q: Are there restrictions on shooting near buildings, homes, schools and hospitals? 
A: Yes, maintain a distance of 100 yards (300 ft) from buildings and homes. For schools and hospitals, main-

tain a distance of 570 yards (1700 ft). DNR Wardens can issue citations for not adhering to this rule. 
 

Q: As a VPA user, do I need a public access or private lands antlerless tag for deer hunting on VPA 
properties? 

A: Private lands open to public hunting that are enrolled in the Managed Forest Law, Forest Crop Law or 
Voluntary Public Access programs are considered public lands for the purpose of deer hunting and  
where antlerless tags are valid.  
 

Q: Where can I find VPA properties open to public access? 

A: Visit http://dnr.wi.gov and search “VPA”. Use the interactive map or use the county listing page to find a 
VPA property. You can also access the Public Access Lands interactive map on your desktop or mobile de-
vice.  

 
 

VPA User Questions Cont. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/VPA/map.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/VPA/ctytable.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/lands/PAL/application.html

